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April 14 – 18  

Spring Recess – No School

April 26
BARC Fields Cleanup, 8:30 am

May 5 – 9
Teacher Appreciation Week

May 6
PTO Meeting – Committee 
Chairs, 6:45 pm

May 8
Academic Fair

May 14
Suzanne Bloom Author Reading, 
6:30 p.m.

May 15 
Steve & Harry Show, 1:45 pm –
Dress Down Day-Gym Uniforms

Flynn & O’Hara Uniforms, 1-3 pm

May 23 – 26  
Memorial Day Recess –
No School

May 30
Safety Expo

June 2
Golf Outing, 12 p.m.

June 3
General PTO Meeting, 6:45 pm

June 7 – 8 
Old Iron Springs Festival

June 14 – 15 
Ballston Spa Village Wide 
Garage Sale Weekend

June 25

Last Day of School!

Car Raffle Drawing

April 2008

Fostering a close relationship between home 
and school to enrich the lives of our children
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…Beth Sirianni for chairing our garden plant sale and all of the gardeners
out there who participated! Congratulations to the top 3 plant sale families who 
each earned a $10 gift card: the Donovans, the Millers, and the Stewarts;   
overall, we earned $1400 for our school!  

… Susan Olszewski and her volunteers for coordinating our 2nd Kids Night 
Out on March 8th.  Over 80 kids came to enjoy the night!

… Doraine Miller for coordinating our Magazine Drive, which earned over 
$4500 for our school!  Doraine also coordinated our St. Mary’s Crop!

… Josephine Perniciaro , grandmother of kindergartener Kiera VanBuskirk, 
for providing child care at our last few PTO meetings!  Her kindness allows 
many parents to attend PTO meetings who might otherwise not be able to …
and the kids have a great time also!
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This newsletter , minutes of PTO meetings and  information about
other PTO events can be found at http://pto.smsbspa.org.  
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If you are Chair for an event/fundraiser or have an idea for helpful information to share with our families through this 
newsletter please email Bridget Bidonde at co-secretary@pto.smsbspa.org.  Submissions must  be received by the 
first Friday of the month at 5 pm.  Please include a phone number.
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The OIS Festival will be held at the Saratoga County 
Fairgrounds on June 7 th & 8th.  This community 
event is primarily a music festival, but we are striving 
to have “something for everyone” to bring in more 
attendees:

• Music includes Aztec Two-Step, Skeeter Creek, 
Kevin & Kate McKrell, many more

• Craft show had over 60 vendors last year
• New things this year:  car show, sock hop dance, 

U.S. Pony Club Tetrathlon, Barnes & Noble 
bookfair

• Primary income is from ticket sales so 
increasing the attendance is important.   
Remember, the success of this event means 
fewer fundraisers next year!

• We are advertising using the internet, radio, 
newspaper ads, posters in local businesses, 
banners, and road signs

• Parents can help by:
• Spreading the word about this event to 

your friends, family, neighbors, and co-
workers

• Volunteering to work a 2-hour shift during 
the festival. Remember, admission is free 
for volunteers!

For more information, contact Andy Hagadorn at 
andyh@oldironspringfestival.org.
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Planning for the 4th  Annual  St. Mary’s School Golf 
Outing at the Ballston Spa Country Club is well 
underway.  Details are as follows:

• June 2nd, 2008 at 12:00 pm , shot gun start.   
• Festivities begin at 10:30 a.m., lunch included.
• After the outing there will be a buffet dinner and 

prizes to the top 3 teams
• A full field of 144 players yields $5500.  (Best we 

have had in past years was 136 players)
• Last year, we made $7000 on sponsors.  So far 

this year we have collected ~$2000.  This is typical 
for this point in the process (May is a busy month!)

• We usually make ~$2500 on games & raffles the 
day of the event (50/50, Closest to the pin, etc.)

• Parents can help by:
• Asking people to golf.  The entry fee is $125

per person.  You do not need a team of four 
to play.   Please make your checks payable to 
St. Mary’s PTO. You can drop off your 
payments at the school office.  Please write 
on your envelope - Attn:  Jane Obrecht, Golf 
Outing

• Asking their companies to donate something 
towards the tournament

For more information, contact Ritch Kielb 
at rkielb@gocontec.com or Jane 
Obrecht at jeo1288@hotmail.com.
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The Playground Committee is excited to announce that the car 
raffle prize has been restructured as follows:

•The winner will have a choice of a Honda Accord, Civic, or Fit
•All fees are included in the $20 ticket price (title, registration 
and NYS Sales Tax)

•The drawing date has been moved to June 25th
We believe that this restructuring offers an even better deal to the 
lucky winner! 
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If so, you may be able to help us tap a 
potential source of car raffle ticket 
buyers – parents of high school seniors 
who are looking for their first car!  We 
are looking for a volunteer to coordinate 
with some local area high schools.  If 
you are willing to help us with this, 
please contact Jayson Cote at 
playground@pto.smsbspa.org.  This 
could make a significant difference in 
our car raffle ticket sales!  For tickets, please contact: Jayson Cote,

playground@pto.smsbspa.org or Andy James, ajames@getahonda.net
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The Playground Committee is ready to clear and 
prep the lot for our new playground! This is 
currently planned to be done with volunteer 
equipment and labor to stretch our Playground 
dollars. If you own or have access to any of the 
equipment listed below, or are just willing to come 
and lend a hand, please contact Jayson Cote at  
playground@smsbspa.org with your availability for 
each weekend in May and June so that we can 
choose a date and line up volunteers to get this 
project underway.

Equipment required:
• Backhoes and/or Front End Loader
• Dump truck and or trailers to haul away fill and 

debris

The general scope of  work to be completed is 
removing the layer of grass, removal of a few tree 
stumps and roots from bushes, general leveling of 
the lot, and removal of another 6 inches
of soil where the play structure is to be 
located. All debris/soil is to be hauled 
away to an already-identified location.
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We are still collecting photos for the school yearbook.    
If you have been at school for a party, class trip, PTO 
or special event, volunteering or just have a great 
candid of the kids at school, please send your photos 
to yearbook@pto.smsbspa.org.   
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Just a reminder School Banking has changed to 
Tuesdays through the end of the year. New school 
bankers always welcome - your child can sign up 
for banking anytime during the school year. First 
Niagara bank offers the school banking 
club and the accounts receive 
3.92% interest (<$1000). It is a 
great way to start the savings 
habit. If you are interested in 
applying, please send a note 
to Marie Hercamp, Banking 
Coordinator, hercamp@verizon.net.  
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A safety expo will be held on May 30th during school 
hours.  Planning is underway; we expect to cover a 
range of safety topics such as bicycle, swimming, 
hiking, pet, fire, and more!  The timing will be perfect 
as we head into summer … more details will be 
available soon.  We could use some additional help 
organizing various pieces of this expo … if you can 
lend a hand, please contact Laura Cote at 
the6cotes@yahoo.com.  
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Thank you to the following people who have been 
nominated for the 2008-09 school year!

• President:  Lisa Donovan
• Co-President:  JoAnne VanBuskirk
• Vice President: Steve Zlotnick
• Co-Vice President:  Andy James
• Treasurer:  Doraine Miller
• Co-Treasurer:  Karen Bright
• Secretary:  Susan Thomas
• Co-Secretary:  Bridget Bidonde

All new nominees are invited to the May planning 
meeting for next year. If you are considering an 
officer position for next year, please contact us at 
officers@pto.smsbspa.org.  Elections will be held at 
the June 3rd PTO meeting.
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The PTO is evaluating a program called School Tool 
Box, a convenient way to shop for your children’s school 
supplies.  School supply lists for each grade are given to 
the School Tool Box company.  Parents would then have 
the option of purchasing their child’s school supplies for 
the upcoming school year through this program. The 
supplies will be delivered directly to the school in 
August, in a separate box for each child.  There are 
many advantages to this program:

• High quality, name-brand
products

• Competitive pricing, plus a 
$5 Target gift card

• Convenient for parents and 
kids – easy ordering and 
delivery right to the classroom!

If we decide to proceed with this
program, additional details will follow in May.
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Congratulations to the recent winners of our weekly drawing!  

• Mike Venturiello (Mar. 12th)
• Joseph Hansen (Mar. 19th)
• Doraine Miller (Mar. 26th)
• Cindy and Wayne Martin (Apr. 2nd)

�����������
�����������
�����������
�����������
 are held on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6:45 p.m.  We 
alternate the meetings between committee chairs only and general open sessions.  

The next meeting on May 6th will be a committee chairs meeting.  The focus of the 
meeting will be on preliminary planning for next year.  Everyone who chaired a 
committee this year or is interested in chairing a committee next year is 
requested to attend! Please RSVP to officers@pto.smsbspa.org.  New officer 
nominees are also invited, so if you are considerin g an officer position for next 
year, please let us know.

The next general meeting will be held on June 3rd .  If you would like to have a say in 
what events occur next year, please attend this meeting!  We will discuss events that 
we should have again next year, events we should eliminate, and new ideas.

Agenda:
1.PTO  Officer Elections for the 2008-09 School Year (15 minutes)
2.Preliminary Planning for 2008-09 School Year.  (35 minutes)
3.Open Discussion (10 minutes)
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St. Mary’s School has volunteered to assist the BARC administration clean up the park. The children are going to 
pick up garbage and leaves on the BARC Soccer fields - 61 Eastern Avenue. We will provide gloves, garbage 
bags, drinks and a snack. Please contact Marie Hercamp @ hercamp@verizon.net or 885-6733 so we can plan 
for the number of volunteers.

For a limited time, 100 point bonus coupons are bei ng 
given at Price Chopper when any Campbell's soup ite m is 
purchased. If you obtain one of these coupons, please 
deposit it, along with the UPC, in the Campbells receptacle at 
the school or church or send in with your child. Thanks to the 
many parent volunteers - and some children too - we will have 
a large label submission to Campbell's this month.  Also, we 
will be receiving a minimum of 1,000 bonus points from 
Campbell's. Thank you for supporting our school!
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Wear your school bumper sticker proudly! It 
is great to see our school’s name when you 
are out and about. You can order additional 
bumper stickers for $4/ea. by contacting 
Doraine Miller at DoraineM@nycap.rr.com. 
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St. Mary’s will be participating in the Ballston Spa garage sale scheduled for the weekend 
of June 14th & 15th .  If you are spring cleaning and have items to give away, please think 
about donating them to St. Mary’s (donations are tax-deductible).  Details to follow soon.  If 
you can lend a hand organizing this event, please contact Kate Costa at 
catherinecosta@yahoo.com or Theresa Faul at jtfaul@nycap.rr.com.


